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Thanks to all those who responded to last month’s Survey Monkey survey about forming 
collegial clusters around the region. I was delighted by the number of responses and the 
strong interest most respondents expressed in exploring different ways of getting together. I 
will be diving into people’s comments over the summer with an eye to future planning 
beginning this fall. In the meantime, I would like to share a general overview of how people 
responded to the nine multiple-choice questions that were posed (the 10th question was 
open-ended resulting in many helpful comments for further review). 
 
Out of 169 survey responses, 89% of respondents expressed an interest in being part of a 
cluster with 49% responding that they are very interested, and 40% somewhat interested.  
 
Among those interested, more people expressed a preference for meeting during the day 
than in the evening or on weekends, with a slight preference for afternoons over mornings 
(57% afternoon, 55% morning, 32% evening, and 6% weekends – the numbers don’t add up 
because some people chose more than one). Among those who expressed a preferred day of 
the week, Tuesday was the day named most frequently (although for some Tuesday was 
ruled out).  
 
For 58% of respondents, having a meal was not an important factor, compared to 8% who 
said it was very important and 34% who said they found it somewhat important. Among the 
comments in favour of breaking bread together, most stressed its value in creating a sense of 
community, but it doesn’t need to be fancy to be meaningful. 
 
In terms of venue, there was a majority preference (62%) for meeting in a church hall, 
compared to 20% who preferred meeting in a pub or restaurant and others (18%) who 
suggested meeting in other locations such as a community centre or school. 
 
The preferred size of gathering was for small groups of 10-20 (42%) followed by medium-
sized groups of 20-50 (36%), intimate groups of less than 10 (18%) and large groups of 50 or 
more (4%). 
 
There was a strong preference (82%) for events with an educational component over events 
that were social only (18%). Many people shared suggestions about types of educational 
activities they would find of interest, which will provide a useful basis for future program 
planning.  
 
Most respondents (73%) expressed a preference for meeting in different geographical 
locations within a driving distance of up to one hour. A number of respondents (58%) also 
said they are moderately willing to be involved with organizing in some capacity, with an 
additional 12% saying they are very willing and 30% saying they are not interested. Most 
respondents (60%) said they are willing to cover their own costs for mileage and food 
(within reason), 33% saying they are moderately willing and 7% not willing.  
 



Once I have had a chance to review people’s comments in great depth I will offer some 
further feedback on cluster ideas that are emerging. Given the geographic scope of the 
region and the range of interests expressed, one of the important things is to ensure a 
diversity of options as we go forward, both for ministry personnel and also open to active 
church members. I will offer a more in-depth discussion of comments and suggestions in the 
coming months, and look forward to working with you to foster creative ways for coming 
together in learning, fellowship, and mutual support.  
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