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A meeting of the Pastoral Relations Commission was held via Zoom Conference call on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Ina Bromley, Ed Gratton, Wayne Harris, Charlotte Hoy, Erin McIntyre, Karen McLean, Janet Nield, David Stafford, Whit Strong, Linda Suddaby (10)
REGRETS:  Sharon MacDonald
CALL TO ORDER, OPENING PRAYER:
Whit called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  He thanked everyone for calling in and extended a welcome to David Stafford who was joining us for the day.
Ed opened the meeting with prayer thanking God for each member here today and asking for help to tap into God’s infinite wisdom, love and compassion as we meet to deliberate and do the business of the region.
QUICK CHECK-IN:
Ed – heading to Dallas – safe travels; Wayne – his son and family are visiting from Indonesia.  They are anxious about the state of their home after rioting and burning of buildings involving many evacuations there, but are safe here and hopeful; Erin – in the middle of “funeral season” so a great deal of strain and stress on all involved; Janet – their refugee family arrived Sept. 19th so it has been a non-stop effort involving many people to get them settled in.  A lot of hard work but very rewarding; Linda – cleaning flowerbeds and putting her home in order for the fall season – we are all wishing we were that organized.
CORRESPONDENCE:
1) James Murray – change in pastoral relations
The Rev. James Murray from Dominion-Chalmers has requested a change in pastoral relations.
Motion 19/20-10 (E. Gratton/J. Nield) “That the EOORC Pastoral Relations Commission approves the request of the Rev. James Murray for a change in pastoral relations effective December 31, 2019.”







CARRIED
2) Terms of calls/appointments
A request to discuss the publication of the full terms of calls/appointments in the minutes.

Whit checked this with his colleagues at General Council.  The general consensus across the country is that this is already available to members of communities of faith so there did not seem to be any objection to sharing it in the minutes – it would be the choice of each Regional PR committee/commission as to how to handle this.  After some discussion, it was decided to publish the total remuneration as we have been doing without breaking it down into individual components.  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF SEPT. 11, 2019

The Secretary noted that two errors had been found after the minutes were circulated to EOORC Executive.  She passed on the corrections to Chair Bronwen Harman and they were re-circulated to the PR Commission prior to this meeting.  It was noted 1) this is a commission not a committee and 20) Motion 19/20-7 should read “at the request of “Knox-Edwards”, not “Athens”.
Motion 19/20-11 (W. Harris/L. Suddaby) “that minutes of the EOORC PR Commission for Sept. 11, 2019 be approved as corrected.”







CARRIED
RESTORATIVE CARE PLAN:

For information
The Rev. Molly Bell (Orleans U.C.) is on restorative care effective Oct. 1, 2019 and the Rev. Jessica Hetherington (St. Paul’s U.C., Richmond) is on restorative care effective Sept. 27, 2019.

Whit reported these have both been submitted but not yet reviewed by Morneau Shepell, Employee Assistance Program (EAP) for the United Church of Canada.

CALLS/APPOINTMENTS:

· Trinity-St. Andrew’s, Renfrew
Motion 19/20-12 (L. Suddaby/I. Bromley) “that the EOORC PR Commission approves the call of the Rev. James Murray to the Trinity-St. Andrew’s Pastoral Charge (Renfrew), 40 hours per week, effective January 1, 2020.






CARRIED
· Southminster P.C., Ottawa
Motion 19/20-13 (W. Harris/E. Gratton) “that the EOORC PR Commission approves the call to the Rev. Dr. Steven Moore to the Southminster P.C. (Ottawa), 40 hours per week, effective October 1, 2019
.







CARRIED

· Quyon P.C.
Motion 19/20-14 (E. McIntyre/J. Nield) “that the EOORC PR Commission approves the appointment of the Rev. Stéphane Vermette to the Quyon P.C. as Ordained Supply, 20 hours per week, effective October 21, 2019 – June 30, 2020.”



CARRIED
· Calvin P.C., Pembroke
Motion 19/20-15 (C. Hoy/W. Harris) “that the EOORC PR Commission approves the change in terms of appointment of the Rev. Tiina Côté (Calvin P.C., Pembroke) from three-quarter (¾) time to half (½) time, effective October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020.”

CARRIED

· Melville-Eganville P.C.
Motion 19/20-16 (I. Bromley/E. McIntyre) “that the EOORC PR Commission re-appoints Michelle Robichaud, candidate, to Melville-Eganville P.C., 20 hours per week, effective July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020.”







CARRIED

· Emmanuel P.C., Ottawa
Motion 19/20-17 (I. Bromley/J. Nield) “that the EOORC PR Commission approves the appointment of the Rev. Brian Copeland, ordained supply, to Emmanuel P.C. (Ottawa), 30 hours per week, effective November 1, 2019 – July 1, 2020, pending final clearance by the Office of Vocations.”








CARRIED

· Shawville P.C.
Request – to re-appoint the Rev. Dr. Richard Hollingsworth, retired supply, to Shawville P.C., 40 
hours per week, effective July 1, 2019 – December 31, 2020.

It was noted there is still outstanding information and Richard has not been cleared by the Office 
of vocations.  It was agreed to wait until the next meeting to deal with this request.  Hopefully, all the paperwork will be in place by then.   
SABBATICALS:
1) Kimberly Heath – Wall St. P.C., Brockville
Motion 19/20-18 (C. Hoy/W. Harris) “that EOORC PR Commission takes note of the upcoming sabbatical of the Rev. Kimberly Heath (Wall St. P.C., Brockville) for a period of three (3) months beginning May 1, 2020.”






CARRIED

LIAISONS and  PASTORAL CHARGE SUPERVISORS:
This is an ongoing matter of concern.  There is a huge number of Liaisons and Pastoral Charge Supervisors needed for the Region.  It is becoming almost more than the commission can keep track of.  We need a list to which we can all refer.   Whit will attempt to have something that can be attached to the agenda for our next meeting.
Of particular urgency:
1) Dominion-Chalmers U.C., Ottawa

2) Wall St. P.C., Brockville – Pastoral Charge Supervisor May 2020

Motion 19/20-19 (L. Suddaby/E. McIntyre) “that the EOORC PR Commission names Charlotte Hoy as Pastoral Charge Supervisor to Wall St. P.C., Brockville effective May 1, 2010.”  











CARRIED
3) Emmanuel P.C., Ottawa 

4) St. Paul’s U.C., Richmond – Pastoral Charge Supervisor

5) Christ U.C., Lyn – This is still under discussion.

6) Athens P.C. – Linda has been acting as a Liaison but they need an official Pastoral Charge Supervisor.  They have a meeting on Oct. 10th and are really hoping to find out what is happening.  Some names were offered to Whit for follow-up. Please note Pastoral Charge Supervisors are required to be a member of the EOORC (Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council).
OTHER BUSINESS:

· Some Liaisons have been wondering if they can join our Zoom meetings.  This generated considerable discussion.  While no one wants to exclude people, the meetings can become quite unwieldy as the numbers of participants increase.  Only ten (10) people were on today’s call but a number of people had technical difficulties resulting in frozen screens etc.  Sound is not always as clear as it might be so it is difficult for the note-takers to capture all conversations.  
It was suggested we might ask Liaisons and PC Supervisors for updates prior to each meeting along with questions they might have for the Commission.
TERMS OF OFFICE: 
All Leadership teams are required to prepare and submit terms of reference to include terms of office.  
This must be sent to the Executive to be approved at the February meeting of EOORC.
Wayne has prepared a first draft and will send it to the Secretary to be circulated prior to our next meeting.  Whit noted he is really the Staff resource person and should not be chairing the Commission.  He will still help to build the agenda and will provide the items to be dealt with at the meeting but someone else should be running the meeting.  Please give this prayerful consideration.

NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting November 12, 2019 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. via Zoom.

CLOSING: The business of the meeting being completed, Whit extended blessings to everyone both as we continue in the business of the church and in our personal lives with our families and friends.  He noted we will have celebrated both Thanksgiving and Remembrance Days before we meet again.  He declared the meeting closed at 2:05 p.m.
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