February 7, 2022

In Solidarity with our Neighbours

As Christian Clergy in downtown Ottawa, we write in solidarity and care for residents, retailers,
restaurant owners, and all who work in the city centre during the ongoing protests and occupation. We
see and know the anxiety and distress that this causes, particularly to the most vulnerable among us.

Our faith tradition calls us to seek the welfare of the city in which we live. It pains us to see how the
chaotic, unruly and unlawful behaviors, and hateful language, signs and symbols hurt our community.
Like many of you, we have experienced the intimidation used by protesters to target our city’s citizens.
We lament how this tears at our social fabric and we call on all levels of government to continue to work
for a peaceful end to the protest.

The present protest shocks us all. We know the civility, respect and dignity within the DNA of our
neighbourhoods. Because you live and work in the Nation’s Capital, you have seen many protests, but
this situation has become untenable.

While the language of individual rights permeates much of what we are seeing, we would recall you to
the identity we have as a community and the care we are called to offer each other, body, mind and
soul. None of us are in this alone. Along with other faith traditions and community support, we are also
here for you. Our resilience can come from the hope we find in mutual encouragement, the recognition
of our neighbours and their needs, and the generous flow of compassion. From our love of this city, our
pain and sorrow, and even our outrage, will come resolve to carry us through this present darkness.

In hope and solidarity,
Clergy of Downtown Ottawa Christian Churches
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