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November 19, 2023

The Right Honorable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OA6
Justin.Trudeau@parl.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister,

This letter is to address the immediate and urgent need to stop genocide.

The United Church of Canada has a long history of relationship with churches and partners in
the region; for decades, we have joined our voices to theirs, seeking an end to the illegal
occupation of Palestine and the blockade of Gaza, and towards a just peace for all, upholding
the rights of both Palestinians and Israelis to life and freedom.

We join in the international shock and outrage at the brutal attacks on Israeli communities by
Hamas militants on October 7, 2023. We condemn the attacks on civilians, the killing of so
many innocent children and people, as well as the taking of hostages and putting civilians in
harm’s way.

The people of The United Church of Canada are outraged by and condemn Israel’s ongoing
military action in Gaza, and the collective punishment of 2.2 million Gazans. We watch with
horror and grief as more and more innocents in one of the world’s most densely populated
areas are being killed.

We condemn the attacks by Hamas as war crimes; we condemn the Israeli bombings of Gaza as
a war crime. Canada has rightly and unequivocally condemned Hamas’ actions. We call on
Canada to unequivocally hold Israel to account for its legal obligations under international law
as an occupying military power.

Israel’s brutal bombardment of Gaza has resulted in the deaths of more than 11,000
Palestinians, including more than 4,500 children as of November 17. Thousands are trapped
under the rubble. The shocking death toll rises with every hour. There is an unprecedented
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, because of the restriction of water; food; medical supplies; fuel;
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electricity; destruction of most of the medical facilities; the forced displacement of more than
one million people, closure of all hospitals, and the complete collapse of the medical system.

This must end, now.

Legal experts at the United Nations have warned that the world is witnessing a genocide, and
very little is being done to stop it. To the contrary, Canada, the United States and other allies of
the Israeli government have openly and repeatedly stated their unwavering support for Israel’s
actions. Fears over the safety of Palestinian civilians are growing as Israel suggests its
bombardment of Gaza will shift to southern areas, having destroyed swaths of the north.
Meanwhile, the Israeli hostages remain in captivity in Gaza and their security is becoming more
and more uncertain.

As is evident from the current tragedy, Canada’s approach is not working nor is it conducive to
a just peace. We urgently call upon your office to:

e recognize the genocide;

e uphold international human rights and humanitarian law without exception;

e call for an immediate ceasefire;

e advocate for the release of hostages;

e demand the opening of humanitarian corridors;

e and engage meaningfully in the pursuit of a just and lasting peace in the region.

The failure to clearly do so is unconscionable.

The people of The United Church of Canada have long raised our voices for just and lasting
peace in the region. Since the intensification of conflict, we have issued statements, written
letters, raised funds for humanitarian aid, and engaged in civil society and ecumenical actions
— in deep concern for all lives in the land called “Holy.”

We despair that, despite the cries of Canadians across the country, our government has failed
to listen and to call for a ceasefire. We, the members of the Executive of the General Council
and the National Indigenous Council of The United Church of Canada, add our voices to those
cries.

We pray that you show moral courage and conviction and call for an immediate ceasefire in the
interest of a just and lasting peace for both Palestinians and Israelis.

May it be so.

The Executive of the 44t General Council
National Indigenous Council
The United Church of Canada
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The Rt. Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne
Moderator
The United Church of Canada

Gloucester, ON
Ottawa, ON
Kootstatak, MB
Sandy Lake, ON
Southampton, ON
Severn, ON

Burnaby, BC
Quathiaski Cove, BC
Leask, AB
Yellowhead County, AB
Edmonton, AB
Saskatoon, SK
Oxford House, MB
Port aux Basques, NL
Norway House, MB

Kahnawake, QC

\(\\M

Rev. Michael Blair
General Secretary General Council
The United Church of Canada



CC:

Pierre Poilievre, Leader of the Official Opposition
Pierre.Poilievre@parl.gc.ca

Yves-Francgois Blanchet MP, Leader of the Bloc Québécois
Yves-Francois.Blanchet@parl.gc.ca

Jagmeet Singh, Leader of New Democratic Party
Jagmeet.Singh@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May, Leader of the Green Party
Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Melanie Joly, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Melanie.Joly@international.gc.ca / Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca

Lisa Stadlebauer, Ambassador of Canada to Israel
Lisa.Stadlebauer@international.gc.ca

David DaSilva, Representative of Canada to the Palestinian Authority
David.DaSilva@international.gc.ca

The Hon Michael Chong, Conservative Party of Canada
Michael.Chong@parl.gc.ca

Heather McPherson, New Democratic Party
Heather.McPherson@parl.gc.ca

Sai Rajagopal, Green Party of Canada
sai.rajagopal@greenparty.ca

Stéphane Bergeron, Bloc Québécois
Stephane.Bergeron@parl.gc.ca

Ann Flanagan Whalen, Director General, North Africa, Israel, West Bank and Gaza
Ann.FlanaganWhalen@international.gc.ca

Mary-Liz Power, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
mary-lizpower@international.gc.ca

Callum Sorger-Brock, Desk Officer for the West Bank and Gaza
Callum.Sorger-Brock@international.gc.ca
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