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Why did we do this?
Understanding the context

o We study context in many ways in our church
• Biblical exegesis
• Our decision to respond to social justice issues
• Discerning a divine call

We think the church as a structure is dying
o Secularism (particularly in Québec)
o Faith and church attendance are no longer societal expectations (post-Christendom)
o Wondering if there is room for the United Church in this context

Proving us right or wrong in our impressions
o Living in our bubbles
o Hearing what people are saying rather than what the media reports



Why poll Francophones?
Our goal:

o To better understand the spiritual and religious needs of Francophones in a post Quiet-Revolution society
o To discern how (and if) we can respond to these needs
o To better communicate the unique qualities of the United Church of Canada

NOT our goal:
o Fill church pews
o Defend our pre-existing convictions
o Finding the magic potion



Who responded to the poll?
We excluded from our study folks who were:

o Of a non-Christian faith (Muslim, Jewish, Hindu) or described themselves as atheist
o Anglophones
o Children under 18

We included:
o People who said they were Christian, even if they were not church-goers or ‘practicing’
o Spiritual, but not religious
o Non-Christian, but not atheist
o Living in all regions of Québec



Who are they?
The respondents : 

o 91% said they were Roman Catholic
o 5% said they were spiritual, but not religious 
o 3% said they were Protestant
o 65% said they were people of faith
o 18% said they were regular church-goers or ‘practicing’ their faith
o 56% had never heard of the United Church of Canada, 25% hadn’t heard enough 

to have an opinion – leaving a split of positive and negative impressions amongst 
the remaining 19%



Level of satisfaction in regards to 
spiritual life
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Spirit of openness
42% of respondants from 18 to  
54 years old say that they are 

« interested in a contemporary
Christian church that offers

new perspectives » 
(only 34% of those 55 and older)

• Openness on contraception (88%)
• Allows clergy to be married (87%)
• Allows women to be clergy (84%)
• Openness to remarriage (84%)
• Openness on the issue of abortion (80%)
• Openness on same-gender marriage (78%)
• Tolerant of different beliefs within its

congregation (77%)



The echoes of the Quiet Revolution
Even though we often think of 
people 55 and older as more 
conservative, they demand
more modernity from their

church than the younger
generation. 

(Remember that 18% of participants 
said they were ‘practicing’, 91% say

they are Roman Catholic)

• Impacts on family life during the Quiet 
Revolution are most obvious in older
generation.

• Younger generations don’t carry that baggage.
• Particularly big differences on issues of 

contraception, female clergy, celibacy of priests, 
confession without priest as intermediary; less
sizable differences on same-gender marriage, 
faith exploration in small groups, openness to 
diversity in beliefs. 



Reasons for not going to church
What are the reasons
for your lack of more 
frequently going to 

church? 
(six highest responses)

• Time doesn’t suit me (26%, 35% amongst the 18 to 
34 year olds)

• The church needs to change on many fronts (18%, 
31% amongst women)

• Child abuse by priests (16%)
• Being forced to believe certain things (no room to 

explore/no room for flexibility) (16%)
• It doesn’t relate to my daily life (12%)
• I don’t like some of the positions taken by the 

church (11%)



Talking about religion and spirituality
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Let’s not talk about it
• 64% of participants don’t talk about religion with anyone, 60% don’t talk 

about spirituality niether.  
o Amongst the 36% who talk about it, young people are the highest proportion, and this

is mostly with family and close friends. 
o Differences between religion and spiritualité are minimal, except when speaking with

friends where spirituality is more acceptable a topic of discussion. 



Most important thing a 
contemporary church could do

When asked what the most
important things a 

contemporary church could do, 
the following six responses top 

the charts:
(This represents the 30% of respondants who had
something to say. All other responses were 2% of 

less, 55% had no answer)

• More openness/inclusion/welcoming of all 
people (less judgement)

• To modernize/become more ‘with the 
times’/openness to today’s realities

• Allow priests to marry/abolish celibacy as a 
requirement of the priesthood

• Let women become priests
• Give more freedom/respect differences/ be less

controlling
• Be a unifying force/gathering place



If you have children, will they be
(have they been) batised?
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In your opinion, who should have the primary role in religious

and spiritual education of children? 
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In your opinion, who else should be involved in the religious

and spiritual education of children
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Spiritual and religious gathering
places

• The most popular choices (in order of popularity):
o Café/restaurant
o Outdoors (in a park or nature setting)
o Concert
o In someone’s home
o Community Centre
o Church/sanctuary
o Conference with guest speakers
o Workplace, school, online (all at 1% support)
Younger people are more interested by cafés/restaurants, conferences and discussion groups. 35 to 54 year olds are 
more interested in nature settings and outdoors. 



So what have we learned?
• Fear of church as a controlling institution is still present
• The 18 to 34 year olds are the most open demographic
• UCC is unknown, but responds to most, if not all hestitations from

Francophones who are unsatisfied with their spiritual lives and open to a 
contemporary expression of church

• Sunday mornings in church buildings is not ideal for this ministry
• Roman Catholics (practicing and non-practicing) want to see change even

within their own church.
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