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Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council
Independent Internal Review of the 2023 Financial Statements

Canada Revenue Agency requirements state that registered charities must pro%e financial statements
as part of their filing requirements for the annual information return. If the registered charity has an
annual income of over $250,000, the Charities Directorate recommends that financial statements be
audited.

Section 6.3 of the United Church of Canada Manual states that a “church audit or independent review is
an independent evaluation of the financial reports, records, and internal controls of the church by a
qualified person or persons for the purpose of reasonably verifying the reliability of financial reporting,
determining whether assets are being safeqguarded, and whether the law, The Manual, and policies and
procedures are being complied with.”

The independent review includes all funds and bank accounts held by the Eastern Ontario Outaouais
Regional Council. The independent reviewers do not handie any Regional Council funds and are at arm’s
fength from the functions of the treasurer and bookkeeper.

The Executive of the Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council appointed thrge persons from the
Regional Council to be the Internal Independent Review Committee. All three r@wewers either had an
accounting background or were familiar with financial statements. This committee met to conduct an
Internal Independent Review of the 2023 Financial Statements on Monday, April 15, 2024.

The reviewers were:

Paul Dillman, Riverside United Church in Ottawa

Christine Kilburn, St. Paul’s United in Perth

Joe Smarkala, Woodroffe United Church in Ottawa

The Committee was provided the current and relevant financial documents see Appendix A.
The procedures completed by the Committee are listed in Appent?lix B.

The Committee had access to the Treasurer in order to ask questions and receive clarification.

The findings of the Internal Independent Review Committee of Financial Staterignts are found in
Appendix C.



Appendix A
Items made available to the Committee performing the Independent Internal Review of the 2023
Financial Statements

Complete set of draft financial statements for the year .,
Access to the complete accounting records
Printout of Income statement (both condensed and detailed) and Balance Sheet
Bank reconciliations and bank statements for the entire year
Cheque requisitions for the entire year
Investment statements for Fiera Capital Wealth at yearend
Correspondence regarding McKendry Fund
Audited statements of Church Extension Fund
List of accounts receivable, accounts payable, prepaid expenses, and prepaid revenue
Records of shared expenses with East Central Ontario Regional Council and Nakonha’ka Regional
Council.
Correspondence and records for all Funds “held in Trust”
An accounting of charitable receipts issued
Confirmation that the T3010 has been filed with Canada Revenue Agency
Records of T4’s for Camp Awesome and Employer remittances
Records of T4A’s for paid honoraria
Records for VISA payments
Records for tracking General Council transfers for the following
Payroll for Governance and Mission & Ministry
Mission Support Grants
IT and Incorporated Ministry reviews az,
Records for tracking investments funds for the Regional Council, Commﬁhities of Faith, and
Restricted Ministries.

Appendix B
Procedures Completed by the Internal Independent Review Committee of Financial Statements

Purpose: To reassure the Regional Council and protect the treasurer by acting as an important “double
check” on the records and ensure that all financial transactions have been properly recorded.

Procedures:

1.

Obtain a bank reconciliation and bank statement at December 31, 2023 and ensure:
The bank balance on the reconciliation agrees to the bank statements

The reconciled balance agrees to the financial records

Any reconciling items appear plausible

Obtain a copy of Fiera investment statements for the year and ensure the following:
Balance at year end ties to the investment statements

Revenue recorded for year appears plausible when compared to the statements
Review value of investment funds and ensure plausible

Review Previous Year's T3010 Charity Return form with Canada Revenue Agency.

Review Church Extension Statements and McKendry Fund letters.



5. Review Payroll through General Council grants.

6. Review Payroll for Camp Awesome and Review issued T4’s

7. Review Honoraria paid and issued T4A’s

8. Obtain a listing of accounts receivable, accounts payable, and prepaid expenses at yearend and
ensure the listing appears plausible.

9. Review listing of donations for the year and ensure that t;x receipts have been issued properly.

10. Ensure all funds which need to be forwarded to other charitable organizations have been sent
by year end, especially related to sale of Properties. %

11. Review expenses for the year. Compare to prior year and to the budget, and enquire about any
items that appear unusual. Spot check for sufficient record keeping to legitimize expenses.

12. Review Ministry Accounts and ensure plausible

13. Review income procedures and deposit book.

14. Review HST/GST/QST procedures.

15. Read all notes and schedules and question anything unusual.

Appendix C

Findings of the Independent Internal Review Committee

We have completed an independent review of the financial statements of Eastgn Ontario Outaouais
Regional Council for the year ended December 31, 2023. Nothing has come to &r attention that causes
us to believe that these financial statements are false or misleading.

Signed:

Paul Dillman

Christine Kilburn _/}%ﬂﬁz{.%@{éﬁ’fd

Joe Smarkala /%’@ézﬁ/é/g

Dated: April 15, 2024
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